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It is estimated that in India the annual loss caused oy pests and plant
diseases in agricultural crops is in the range of 10 to 30% which in monetary terms P‘(
~amounts to about Rupees two lakh crores.  In India, due to the smail farm holdings,
farge number of farmers, estimated between 12 to 14 crores, with, limited extension
machinery, it is a challenge to reach out to them and give timely and relevant advise
on pest ldemmcaﬂon proper usage of pesticides and the right quantity to be used / ‘%\Ey
applied, which, at times results in detection of excess or off-lable pesticides in MRL ,)
testing. oy
R
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The Hon'ble Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has launched
the National Pest Surveillance System on 15th August, 2024 which is a mobile
application designed to enhance the surveillance and management of pest diseases
across the country. National Pest Surveillance System (NPSS) will help the farmer
to identify pest disease immediately in the field itself and the farmers of that area will
also get tignely information about proper pest rmanagement from the agricultural
expert throligh mobile.  Through this app, farmers will get information about pest
diseases and management and control advice based on their intensity, in which
apart from. various integrated pest mdndgement mmthods farmers will also get
information ahout appropriate and- recommended pesticides in thelr fields on their N
mobile. They will also be able to identify the insects which are beneficial for plants . \O'}U\:

and learn about various integrated pest management meathods. \5 0> o
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This app is capable of identifying important pests ard diseases of 81 crops
and is currently capable of monitoring the pests and discases of 15 important crops
(cotton, paddy, wheat, maize, pigeon pea, moong soya bean, sugarcane, brinjal,
tomato, apple, banana, grapes, pomegranate) for which proper. advisory rased on
the ETL - Economic Threshold Level will be issued and other important crops will
also be included in the near future.

¢ The mobile application has been developed through ™ public private
pclrtnershlp with the joint efforts of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Government of India, Directorate of Plant Protection, Quarantine and Storage,
Faridabad, ICAR-National Research Centre. for Integrated Pest Management Delhi,
Plantix and Wadhwani-Al. About eight million farmers who were alieady onboarded
on Plantix, have helped in its constant zmpfov ement.  The launch of NPSS app is
being tested and improved through a team of scou its and volunteers in the field who
upload photegraphs aof insects and plant dis ; to train the applical
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You are kindly requested to display anc inform all the farmers who are
coming to the Mandi about the NPSS Mobile App, it may also be made a part of all
farmer trainings / workshops. Your feedback for its improvement is welcome

R & " [
X g™ 1;7_ S A
NN TV é’f Wz,

v, Yours sincerely,
FAE
i)
) 9 S

] ]
\ ,,,,»/;‘ s i ~ A .
N I LU A

(Faiz Ahfgd Kidwai)
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